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Diary Dates

Dear Parents and Carers,

The end of term is here and it greets us seemingly faster than ever anticipated. It has 
been an amazing term and - in the past few weeks alone - we have shoe-horned in 
so much. Outside of the classroom, we have hosted large events every week for the 
past half term, sharing either facilities, teaching expertise or opportunities with nearly 
500 local school children working together with us at St Petroc’s. This culminated in a 
wonderful Orienteering event yesterday, organised in partnership with the young sports 
leaders from Budehaven. Children from Years 3 to 6 spent the afternoon using and 
applying their teamwork, map reading and problem solving skills to tackle the various 
challenges around the St Petroc’s School site, including a great photo treasure hunt 
challenge through the outdoor learning zone and hard courts. Thank you to everyone, 
including the staff from all the schools, for supporting so many children in being healthy 
and using their skills in such a practical way.

I must also congratulate our young engineers from Years 4 and 5 who, although sad 
to miss the Orienteering competition, had an early start and instead represented the 
county in the national STEM project ‘Fly to the Line’. After winning first and second place 
at the regional heats at Newquay Aerodrome last month, Mr Fox and his team of young 
aircraft designers went up to compete on the national stage. We’re still awaiting the 
official results but both teams performed brilliantly, which is absolutely superb for them, 
for the School and for the region they proudly presented. You have a very bright future!

And so we come to this morning’s beautiful Mother’s Day assembly, performed by our 
Dolphins Preschool. Thank you to those of you that attended; I hope you enjoyed it as 
much as I did (as a proud dad!). Thank you to Mrs White and all of the Early Years staff, 
as supporting over 40 young children on stage is quite a feat. Well done to the Dolphins; 
I thought you were fantastic and I know Mrs Cook was already eying-up the young talent 
of the future! Our Prep School children then took to the stage to perform their Spring 
Concert, showcasing the impressive children who are either in the choir and/or learning 
musical instruments. I was very proud to see so many children being able to stand and 
perform as individuals, duos and groups - ranging in age from 4 to 11 - and, yet again, 
making presenting, performing and ‘putting themselves out there’ seem so comfortable. 
The children here astound me; I am both envious and incredibly proud of their self 
confidence, their work ethic and their dedication. They are a credit to you all.

Have a wonderful Easter break everyone. 

Ben Hilton
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow

Monday 15th April
to

Monday 22nd April
Early Years Closed

Tuesday 23rd April
Early Years Summer
Term Commences

Prep School INSET Day

Wednesday 24th April
Prep School Summer

Term Commences

Friday 26th April
WWF FUNdraising Day

Saturday 22nd June
Friends of St Petroc’s 

Summer Fair



The Friends of St Petroc’s

St Petroc’s School, 40 Ocean View Road, Bude, Cornwall, EX23 8NJ
T: 01288 352876 • office@stpetrocs.com • www.stpetrocs.com

Wine and Wisdom

Over £380 raised for local chari� es

Thank you and well done to everyone who att ended our 
ever-popular Wine and Wisdom last Friday. It was, as 
always, a great evening’s entertainment and what bett er 
way to raise another fantasti c sum of money for local 
causes. The chosen chariti es this ti me were Jay’s AIM, 
whose mission is to reduce the number of young 
people who die of sudden cardiac death in the South 
West, and Talan’s Trust, who wish to raise awareness and 
fund research of Rhabdomyosarcoma (RMS) and other 
childhood cancers. Today we welcomed Sam Ford from 
Jay’s AIM and Denise Wellington from Talan’s Trust to St 
Petroc’s to accept the money raised.

Save the date!

Summer Fair:
Saturday

22nd June
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Li� le Turtles

Sea Lions

Bug hunters

Field trip

This week in Litt le Turtles we have been making the most 
of the glorious Spring sunshine. The children have all 
enjoyed exploring our garden, looking at the herbs we 
are growing and also hunti ng for bugs. We have been 
very busy creati ng beauti ful masterpieces with our hands 
for Mother’s Day.

The Sea Lions have been taking full advantage of the 
beauti ful weather we’ve had this week. The children 
spent a lovely morning exploring the School fi eld and 
some showed they were budding footballers or rugby 
players in the making. We also took turns practi cing our 
catching skills. Others decided running was the best form 
or exercise, running to the top of the fi eld and back to 
the bott om. Although this weather is glorious we do sti ll 
need coats as there is someti mes a chill.
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Dolphins

Mum’s the word

This week, the Dolphins have enjoyed painti ng a picture 
of their Mummy. Some of the children chose to speak 
at length about how they like to spend ti me with them. 
The children also worked together and practi sed songs 
to sing to their families at the Mother’s Day Assembly. 
On Wednesday, the children thoroughly enjoyed their 
Bikeability taster session. The Dolphins demonstrated 
good listening skills and followed the instructi ons well.  
During circle ti me, the children had lots of fun sounding 
out each other’s names and tracing the lett ers. 
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WWF FUNdraising Day

Friday 26th April

Dear Parents and Carers,

We‛ve learnt about African animals. We want to 
stop poachers taking animal body parts away.

We want to protect animals. We are going to do 
a fundraiser at our School to raise money for 
WWF. The charity that saves these animals. We 
are going to come to School on Friday 26th April 
wearing animal print clothes, or clothes with 
pictures of animals on, and bring in 50p each.

(This is a non-School uniform day and not a dress-up day 
requiring costumes. Those with a t-shirt with an animal 
moti f or printed leggings, etc., can wear them if they 
wish.)

We are also going to write to our MP and we are 
also going to write to the Government to ask 
them to help the company who are helping
animals.

From Mila,
...and all the Year 1 class.

Na� onal Cross Country Final - Saturday 30th March

Good luck 
Piran and 
Isaac!
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Recep� on

Year 1

Eggstra eggstra!

We started the week with a big investi gati on into eggs. 
What animals lay eggs? What does the inside of an egg 
look like? We also explored frozen eggs and used eggs to 
make a representati on of the diff erent animals we saw 
at the zoo. We also enjoyed the cookery room this week, 
making cakes to decorate with our mums for Mother’s 
Day aft ernoon tea. The children all loved having their 
mummies and nannies in class to treat them to a special 
tea party.

We were also busy in Maths. We have started to learn 
about ti me and we found nine diff erent ways you can tell 
the ti me, such as a watch, the oven and even using the 
Alexa Echo! We have also explored how long it takes to 
do something using a sand ti mer and started to explore 
using clocks!

Have a lovely break everyone; we look forward to having 
lots more fun and learning when we come back.

Year 1 have embraced a fl exible ti metable this week, to 
enjoy some fi nal, fun experiences to end the term. In 
Maths they have been monitoring webcams in African 
wildlife parks, to tally and graph the number of animals 
visiti ng the watering holes.

In English, the animal anti cs conti nued, as the children 
compiled weeks of their research from non-fi cti on texts 
and their zoo trip into an informati on book of African 
Animals, which will be available in the school library for 
everyone to read and borrow. 

In P.E, the children practi sed their ball skills, everything 
from dribbling to chest passes, to lacrosse, through a 
number of exciti ng relay races. They then ended the 
week with the highly anti cipated Spring Concert, showing 
amazing courage, dedicati on and talent for children of 6 
and 7 years old! It wa a fabulous way to end an excellent 
term! Very well done Year 1 and a Happy Easter holiday 
to you all!

Tallies, text and talent
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Years 2 & 3

Year 4

Plants + Beach = Fun!

It may have been the last week of term, but it has been 
as busy as ever in Years 2 and 3. Aft er planti ng mystery 
seeds a few weeks ago, the children were delighted to 
discover that some of the seeds had grown. Only ti me 
will tell what they will actually grow into! Not all the 
seeds did grow, showing that some types of seeds are 
more diffi  cult to grow in a classroom environment than 
others. We also discovered that plants need water, light 
and food to grow successfully, which is what we hope our 
potatoes will receive as they were planted outside for the 
cross School competi ti on.

Year 4 have really embraced their poetry unit. Having 
performed their rap poems for Mr Hilton, they moved 
on to Kenning poems (a riddle poem where each line 
describes the subject without using its name.) 

Poe� c performances

They brainstormed their ideas before working on their 
poems, keeping the subject a secret. When completed, 
they all performed them to the class and we had to guess 
who the poem was about.

To conclude our topic on Seas, Coasts and Conti nents, 
the children had a lovely aft ernoon exploring Duckpool. 
We were able to fi nd human and physical features, with 
Max observing that we were in a valley as soon as we 
arrived. Sea creatures were a litt le elusive, but lots of fun 
was had clambering over the rocks, writi ng messages 
with them and discovering ‘treasure rocks’ which sparkle 
in the sunshine. They are being investi gated to see what 
kind of rocks they are. Boundless energy saw the children 
racing up cliff s and climbing onto rock formati ons, but 
amazingly no one ended up with wet feet! Everyone, 
including Mrs Rees and Mrs Biddlecombe, had a great 
ti me, a fi tti  ng end to our busy term, and we even saw a 
pair of ducks!
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Year 5

Years 6 & 7

Year 5 have worked on a long term project to design their 
dream trip to anywhere in the world, with a 6k budget. 
In a cross-curricular learning methodology, the children 
combined geographical, mathemati cal and computi ng 
skills to plan their trip; organising fl ights, acti viti es and 
accommodati on.

The pupils also created an animated trip on Scratch, 
using their faces and sense of humour to give each of 
their projects a truly personal touch! 

They then presented their projects to the rest of the 
School, including Excel spreadsheet budgets, and asked 
for votes. The staff  and other pupils from throughout the 
School were very discerning but they eventually voted for 
Lilly’s trip to Crete in Greece, which was closely followed 
by Ed’s spectacular trip to Brisbane and the Gold Coast. 
If you need any Easter holiday adventures planning, the 
Year 5 pupils are more than happy to help!

Budding travel agents

Time travel, aliens, spaceships and sonic-screwdrivers 
can only mean one thing; it’s science fi cti on week for 
Years 6 and 7. We’ve looked at the characteristi cs of 
Sci-Fi novels and fi lms, following our much loved Guided 
Reading text Dr Who. The pupils watched a TED ED talk 
about how science fi cti on might actually be able to 
predict the future and about the large global companies 
employing ‘futurologists’. What a cool job! The pupils 
have also writt en short stories featuring their own Dr 
Who and side-kick, who are batt ling a mixture of cyborgs, 
robots, alien life forms and cleaning equipment! 

Sci-Fi Stories

Years 6 & 7
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Fly to the Line

STEM-sa� onal

On Thursday, our two Fly to the Line teams took the fi ve 
hour round trip to the Fleet Air Arm Museum at RNAS 
Yeovilton for the nati onal fi nals. Just getti  ng to this stage 
meant they were already champions. However, they were 
now up against 17 of the ‘best of the best’ from all over 
the country. The teams were left  to it - their own designs, 
their own methods of constructi on and some support 
from the onsite aerospace engineers. Aft er building their 
gliders, a meti culous process of adjusti ng, modifying and 
improving ensued to get the perfect balance.

Rosie: “We made a glider aft er persevering. Our 
fi rst one broke!”

Aft er a working lunch, we were guided through the 
museum past Harrier Jets, a Concorde prototype and a 
plethora of aviati on history, before reaching the hanger 
where the competi ti on would happen. The glides took 
place with an exciti ng and unpredictable visual show. 
Some went high, some went low, some went far and 
many went sideways!

Our two gliders we steady and level, with two respecta-
ble distances. Unfortunately, we were pipped to the top 3 
by some speedy rockets that broke the 16m barrier. Both 
teams were in the top 10, with the girls breaking into the 
top 5 club (out of the whole country!). A super well done 
to both teams, their STEM skills att ributi ng to their great 
success. A hugely inspirati onal day all round which will 
hopefully inspire these young engineers for the rest of 
their lives. Next year we will conti nue with the Fly to the 
Line competi ti on but will also be involved in two other
exciti ng STEM opportuniti es.

Indigo: “It was amazing! It was really inspiring to 
become engineers.”
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ISA Decorated Egg Compe� � on

Following our visit to 
Newquay zoo last week, 
the children in Years 
Recepti on, 1, 2 and 3 
decided to enter the 
Independent Schools 
Associati on Decorated Egg 
competi ti on, by creati ng 
zoo animals from boiled 
eggs.

They used some egg-citi ng 
materials, such as fl eecy 
fabric, feathers and 
wobbly eyes!

Doesn’t their display look 
eggs-cellent!

Eggs-cellent!

Mother’s Day Art A� ernoon

This week, Years 1, 4, 5 and 6 enjoyed an aft ernoon of 
fi nger painti ng and craft ing, to create some colourful 
and hear� elt Mother’s Day cards. KS1 followed a cactus 
inspired design, whereas KS2’s involved more of a graphic 
art style. Throughout the aft ernoon there was lots of 
talk about ‘my mum’s favourite colour’. We hope all the 
Mother’s love their unique, handmade cards and wish 
you a all very Happy Mother’s Day!

Mum’s favourite colour
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Red Teas
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Orienteering
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Spring Concert

Talented and confi dent performances all round!


