
 

  

 

 

 
  

Issue 154 
6th July 2018 ST PETROC’S POST 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

The last week of term for the Prep School is always a strange ‘beast’ to prepare for. There is a 
likely guarantee of mixed emotions of happiness, sadness, apprehension and excitement. There 
is the added pressure of key events, Speech Day and final Assembly. 

The Early Years have been a hive of energy and activity, as usual with Yoga, Music and Tennis all 
taking key focus during the week, alongside some lovely learning opportunities outside, that I 
was lucky enough to witness. It was also very pleasing to show the school to our Guest Speaker 
for Prize Giving, Mr Kim Conchie, Chief Executive of the Cornwall Chamber of Commerce and the 
Chair of Governors of Truro School.  Following our recent Inspection grading, we have been 
flooded with compliments from across the school network and family of other MIST schools, of 
which Truro is also a member. He spoke to the parents at Speech Day about the ‘feel’ of St 
Petroc’s and the reputation that precedes it among pupils from his school and how ‘warm’ it felt 
here. High praise indeed from a very well respected visitor. He shared the view of the Lead 
inspector that our Early Years was also one of the best he had seen. Therefore, I would like to say 
a very public ‘Well Done’ to members of staff from across our Early Years Settings for their hard 
work, ensuring the success of the school during inspection too. We are a team here and all work 
very hard, together, to achieve the opportunities that we offer your children. 

The children from Key Stage 2 were very lucky to have spent a morning taking advantage of 
Forest School earlier in the week and they showed a very mature and creative approach to the 
problems and challenges they were set. This combined with some ingenious planning and an 
attention to detail not seen before and commented on by the instructors on the day. Again, well 
done must go to the children - I spoke of the ‘attitude’ of our children and the confidence, the 
ability to adapt and take whatever is in their stride, with ease. It is again very pleasing for me to 
hear that from independent people that have experienced ‘Petrocians’ for the first time. 

Earlier today, another tradition was enjoyed. The celebration of Red Teas, where children are 
rewarded for the effort graded by their teachers in the approach to their studies, rather than 
simply their attainment. The lucky selection of pupils received their official invite, written in red 
ink, as they were traditionally over 100 years ago. We ventured to Wroes coffee shop, where 
members of the public commented on their manners and smart appearance in the Maroon 
blazer, so recognisable around the town nowadays. 

To our Dolphins children that are about to embark on their next step of their education at the 
local primary schools, I want to wish you the very best of luck. I hope you continue to progress 
into the Reception classes. I know you will meet your challenges with confidence because that is 
what St Petroc’s children do. Please come back and visit us anytime, you are always welcome 
here. Old Petrocians, young and old make contact – this week alone, all of our children have 
written in a card to Mr Price for his 92nd Birthday – He was at the school in 1934. Connections 
past and present are very special here and so should any of you wish to come back and say hi, 
please do that! 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a wonderful and restful Summer. Please 
stay safe and I look forward to seeing you again very soon. 

Ben Hilton 

Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow 

 
Ben 
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Early Years 
 
This week the Little Turtles have been exploring sensory play, we have investigated shaving foam, water 
and paint in clear sealed bags, so we could move the paint, using our busy little fingers, without getting 
messy! 
 
We have also enjoyed the chill out tent, reading books and doing peg puzzles. 
The Turtles team look forward to reading the ‘Tanabata’ wishes you have for your children, they will be 
attached to a star and displayed on our board, for all to see and enjoy. 
 

       
 
 
This week the Dolphin children have had fun using and 
playing with water.   
 
I spy games have been enjoyed using the sponge letters.  
We have looked at which containers can hold the 
greatest volume of liquid and also drawn pictures to 
record how children like to use water. 
 
Discussions have taken place about the benefits of 
drinking water and keeping safe around the sea, rivers 
and canals.  Children have spoken at length about how 
water makes them feel.  ‘The Selfish Crocodile’ by 
Faustin Charles and Mike Terry has been shared and the 
Dolphins have recalled their favourite part of the book. 
 
Children have enjoyed learning about Independence Day 
and red, white and blue paint has been used to create 
wonderful firework pictures.   
 



 

  

 
 
With the glorious weather we’ve been having the Sea Lions have enjoyed lots of outdoor fun from splish-
splashing around in a dinghy filled with water to making marks with brushes on the fence, ground and walls 
of the building. The children where amused at the way their drawings disappeared in front of their eyes. 
 
They have also continued to look after their small vegetable patch, counting how many watering cans of 
water it took to keep the plants hydrated.  
 
The Sea Lions have also been keeping themselves safe by having their sun tan lotion applied throughout the 
day, drinking lots of water and having special treats of ice lollies from the cook, thank you Ann. 
 
Continuing with our American theme the children have been painting firework pictures, baking cookies and 
creating a college of an American eagle using varied shades of brown tissue paper. We have also enjoyed 
tasting American foods from chocolate to popcorn then we watched a small video of how it’s produced 
from starting off in the field to ending up ready for us to eat. 
 

  



 

  

Prep School  
 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

My most favourite memory from the last year was the day the Reception Class held their very own royal 
wedding. The children got involved in the preparations for the wedding, writing invitations, making flowers, 
making and decorating the wedding cake and writing a news report about the forthcoming event. 
Alongside this they learned about some of the members of the Royal Family and about how to be patriotic.  
 
All the pupils and staff in the school were invited and congregated in the hall. The children each had a role 
to play in the event - usher, bridesmaid, the Queen, father of the bride, ring-bearer, vicar and of course, 
bride and groom. Excitement built as they got dressed and ready for the wedding, everything went 
smoothly with a few tears shed by guests as the bride promised to 'be your friend for ever and ever' and 
the groom promised to 'always look after you.' The garden party afterwards was enjoyed by all as the 
wedding cake quickly disappeared.  

 
Mrs Cuff 
 

             
 

Well what a year it's been! I remember when Years 1 and 2 tentatively walked into the classroom room way 
back last September. They were shy and curious as to what was lying ahead of them. Now at the end of the 
school year the children seem far more independent and some are oozing with confidence. The year has 
been crammed full of lessons as well as lots of outdoor learning at Rosemoor. Trips have included Newquay 
Zoo, Crealy, Pirate Quest and one of the favourites was definitely Patchill farm. No wonder we are all 
feeling tired, weary and ready for a holiday.  
 
I hope the children have all enjoyed their year with me and I wish them all a lovely Summer break.  
 
Mrs Chespy 
 
  



 

  

 

What a fantastic 10 months! 

It’s been a whirlwind of an academic year. Personally, moving to Bude and changing schools at the same 
time felt daunting, but equally, if not more, exciting! From one Year 3 class to another I felt comfortable in 
my classroom role before beginning and soon found out how extra lucky I was to have a class full of multi-
talented, diverse and hard-working pupils. 

It’s a huge step in terms of academia and responsibilities moving from KS1 to KS2, and it’s the little 
achievements that go unnoticed by many: longer days, wearing blazers, proper text books for Maths and 
English, extra sport, prep and not forgetting a new character standing at the front of the room teaching 
them every day. The class took to these challenges without any problems whatsoever and actually relished 
in them! 

Our trip to Heatree: This was their first night away for many and they all absolutely nailed it. Friendships 
were strengthened, worries were challenged and overcome, and all had an enormous amount of fun! 
Sporting achievements - the extra games slots, the multiple trips away and playing children who may 
sometimes be older will only stand them in good stead for the future. Cross country, riding bikes, 
taekwondo, skiing, surfing - a far reaching curriculum.  Out of school as well, some children installed their 
own netball posts to get better at shooting, some took up martial arts and some travelled half way across 
the country for a skiing competition! A very determined group of children! 

Music and performance: I still get the shivers when I remember the Easter performance. I remember 
thinking to myself “Year 3 are the ‘coolest’ year and they totally surprised me with their diverse talents. 
Many new instruments have been taken-up and the class are always eager to show off their new skills. It 
was only 2 weeks ago; we had a soloist sing to the whole school as we ate our ice creams for dessert! Ye-ha 
was the crowning example of how their confidence has rocketed throughout the year – a proud moment 
for all I am sure. 

Academic progress: Amidst the amazing creative curriculum that St Petroc’s provides, the core of lessons 
still resides with their English and Maths. No child is the same when it comes to learning, but the one thing 
they all had in common was the drive and perseverance to work hard to achieve their next goals. This is the 
best bit about my job; watching children take their learning into their own hands and witnessing the joy 
and satisfaction when they final get there. 

Friendships: This was my biggest worry 
moving from a class of 32 into a class of 
8. What if they don’t get along?” I 
thought. This class settled all of my 
worries… They are a close knit group of 
friends and incredibly supportive of each 
other no matter what the situation. They 
are all true Petrocians and certainly all 
stand firm amongst the waves. 

It has been a fantastic year! Thank you 
children, staff and all of the incredible 
parents for all of your dedicated and 
continued support.  

Mr Fox 
  



 

  

Year 4 thoroughly enjoyed their morning at the Dragonfly Wood forest school. They built dens (complete 
with a banana chandelier), made fires, cooking popcorn, bagels, dough and stuffed apples on them and of 
course got to eat it all! We have had many outdoor, learning opportunities this term but this has to be one 
of the best! Many thanks to Mr and Mrs Graham for inviting us.  
 
I would like to wish you all a very happy, sunny summer holiday, making memories with all your families 
and friends.     
    
Mrs Wood 

 

 



 

  

It has been an amazing year for Year 5 and 6. We welcomed the children to the top end of the school in 
September. Mr Hilton was pretty stern and now accepts that perhaps he was a little too embroiled in Year 
6 SATS mode of pressure and level of strictness! He remembered to be more relaxed and that is how Year 5 
should be; focussed but fun! 

The children were excellent and made Yavor feel at ease straight away. We all enjoyed someone new trying 
to get their ‘head’ around the whacky, the quirky, and the plain confusing terminology of St Petroc’s. A 
Spec, a Megamassive, snack, Games, Stars – all of which are quite alien, let alone trying to learn your way 
around the Tardis that is St Petroc’s. The group gelled well and to see them on the recent Residential was a 
remarkable sign of maturity, togetherness, support, teamwork and friendship so indicative of St Petroc’s. 
Along the way we have created some memorable moments too, the Carol service, St Petroc’s Day, Activity 
week, Sports Day, Goblin Car Racing, the Summer play Ye – Ha! And Prize Giving. All of which Year 5 and 6 
have been key components, with additional responsibilities to learn, practise, rehearse and perfect and 
they achieve it every time.  

Well done to you all. You are an amazing class.  

Mr Hilton 

   September…….         To June 

 

        Summer Term Red Teas! 
JZ win Summer Term Set Cup     

 


