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Diary Dates

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome, officially, to the start of the school year. I hope that you have all had a 
wonderful Summer. I, along with the rest of the teaching staff, was incredibly excited to 
hear about the adventures that your children have had since we saw them last. I would 
also like to welcome our new families and children to St Petroc’s, whether within the 
Early Years or the Prep School. We are growing rapidly and are delighted to see you 
joining the St Petroc’s family and becoming part of our community. Please get involved 
however you can! We invite you all - new families and 'old' families - to join us for 
Welcome Drinks on Friday 13th September and also the Friends of St Petroc's AGM on 
Friday 20th September.

The site, as always, has not rested while the children have been away. We have been 
busy continuing our improvement programme and refurbishing the fabric of the school. 
I will list some of those areas shortly (and it does make for some impressive reading) but 
before that, significantly, I would like to extend a very warm welcome our thriving new 
Reception Class. It is great to see them enjoying their newly refurbished classroom.

We have seen large investments in teaching resources, with hundreds of new reading 
books for the whole school. In partnership with The Friends of St Petroc’s, we have 
updated the entire Reception and Key Stage 1 Reading Scheme, for which I am 
personally very grateful! We have also purchased a huge selection of non-fiction books 
for the School Library, to support research skills, Science, Geography and English, as 
well as some pure whacky and interesting fact finding books that will inspire, wow and 
enthuse our young ‘information sponges’. I am a firm believer that a physical book in 
their hand is a far better fuel for our most inquisitive learners than a potentially narrow 
question and answer from our friend Google. 

In addition to this huge variety of reading books, we have purchased a new scheme 
of work and multiple sets of topic books for Key Stage 1 Science, alongside a further 3 
class sets from the current National Curriculum project boxes for Key Stage 2. Additional 
Recorders have been purchased to support Music lessons and we will be offering 
wider instrumental opportunities within the curriculum time throughout the year too. 
Completing the investment into teaching and learning, we have also purchased a further 
3 new classroom projectors and the nationally recognised GL Assessment framework. 
This will allow us to track, extend, support and share your children’s abilities, styles of 
learning and find ways in which we can all support their progress. It will also provide 
us with age standardised scores and feedback much more regularly throughout their 
journey with us, rather than a summative approach at the end of a Key Stage, like many 
other primary schools.

Thursday 12th September
STEMFest 2019 at the

National Marine
Aquarium, Plymouth

(Years 1 - 6)

Friday 13th September
3.40pm Welcome Drinks

Friday 20th September
8:40am Friends of
St Petroc's AGM
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Outside the classroom, we have seen considerable investment into the front of the school, allowing for easier 
movement of the school minibuses, making a safer surface for children to be collected and dropped off, an additional 
parking space, new fencing and gates for our Sea Lions Garden, including a hard surface for ride on toys and bikes. We 
have seen replacement of 5 external doors, improving both security and aesthetics. We have newly laid steps at both 
rear doors, to allow for a safer exit for our children at break and lunch times and in case of an emergency, along with 
refurbishing the fire escape from the Art and Cookery rooms too. Elsewhere within the building, we have continued 
the installation and upgrade of further LED lighting, new carpets, vinyl flooring and redecoration in the Reception 
Classroom. We have added sinks and completely redecorated the new Sea Lions setting, as well as installed another 
new boiler, this time at the far end of school, our third in quick succession! We have also kitted-out the Girls' Changing 
Rooms with new bespoke fitted benches and installed a further set of double glazed windows in Year 6 and the 
Academic Support classrooms respectively. Outside, firstly in the Outdoor Classroom, we have seen further investment 
to that space with more ‘hands on’ equipment to support timetabled lessons for our children. This is something that I 
am very passionate about. Along with extending the decking area, allowing for a brand new extensive play kitchen for 
our younger learners, 2 new enclosed sandpits, some raised beds for growing things and plenty of outdoor storage. 
In the Dolphins and Sea Lions gardens, we have invested in various new resources, including tunnels, wig-wams, 
play houses, jumping cubes, further storage and a miniature climbing tower. This leads me on to another exciting 
installation, the brand new bouldering and traversing climbing wall on the school field, for some of the older children. 
It is a wonderful addition supported by the Friends of St Petroc’s and as we develop that area, it joins the Giant Swing 
to create a further challenging play activity for our children. There is much more to come, we just ran out of time in the 
Summer! 

The holidays seem to go very quickly onsite at St Petroc’s. I would like to personally thank the teaching staff for their 
unwavering support, including some that have moved rooms (yet again), as well as endless research into so many 
purchases for the children. Thanks to Anne for huge amounts of effort with organising the front of house, and to 
Paul and Connor for their tireless efforts in helping us prepare for the start of term - constructing, maintaining and 
decorating so many areas throughout the school. The improvements, purchasing and various installations would not 
and could not have happened without a huge amount of coordination, effort and dedication from Alison Heywood 
and I am very grateful for it. All of whom have given significant chunks of their free time to ensure these fabulous 
enhancements can take place. Things can often be overlooked. I choose not to. Small things make big differences and 
so thank you for being such a wonderful and committed team. 

Welcome back everyone! Exciting times ahead!

Ben Hilton
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow

Please join us in supporting Nick on his 980 mile bike ride in aid of CLIC Sargeant

Nick is cycling 980 miles in 9 days for CLIC Sargent 
because they supported his family through his daughter 
Isabel's illness.

Read more about Isabel's story and how CLIC Sargeant 
helped her and her family on Nick's Just Giving page.
You can also find out more about the challenge via Ride 
Across Britain.

Every day 12 children and young people in the UK 
are diagnosed with Cancer or Leukaemia. 
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Welcome Drinks
All parents and carers, from both Early Years and Prep School, 
are invited to join us for drinks and nibbles to welcome all our 
new parents and carers to the school community.

• Friday 13th September at 3:40pm, at St Petroc's School

We are excited to welcome so many new people to the St 
Petroc's family this term. Drop-off and pick-up times can 
be a bit of a rush, so we hope that this event will be a great 
opportunity to say more than just a quick "hi" to the families
of your child's new friends.
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Join us!
The Friends of St Petroc's, who run various fundraising events 
throughout the school year, invite you to join them for their 
next meeting and AGM.

• Friday 20th September at 8:40am, at St Petroc's School

Joining the Friends is a fantastic opportunity to have a real 
impact on your child's learning environment and resources. 
There are various ways you can help so, if you are interested in 
planning and running fundraising events, please come along. If 
you are unable to come to the AGM but are interested in having 
a role in the Friends, please contact the school office.
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Are you feeling lucky? Join the 100 Club!
Support the Friends of St Petroc's

Raise funds for the school

You might just win some prize money!

 

 

 

 

 

100 CLUB 
 

INSTRUCTIONS - HOW TO BE INVOLVED 

1. Choose your lucky number, each number is £4 a month, £12 
quarterly or £48 for the year.  
 

2. Check the availability of your lucky number by e-mailing 
Karen at clarkashton2011@gmail.com or by texting  
07780 675459. 
 

3. Set up a standing order to the following bank details: 
 
Name:    Friends of St Petroc’s 100 Club 
Sort code:   30-64-12 
Account number:  19152860  
Reference:   Your name  
 
Or 
 
Pay by cheque made payable to Friends of St Petroc’s 100 
Club 
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Little Turtles, Sea Lions and Dolphins

Each of our Early Years groups is buzzing, with all our 
little friends - both new and old - enjoying an expanded 
room, a new room, new equipment and a new garden. 

We're delighted to welcome all our new friends, whether 
they be completely new to St Petroc's or whether they 
have 'graduated' from one room to another. 

New friends and new equipment
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A warm welcome to our new pupils

We have been having a fantastic first week in Reception. 
The children have settled into school really well and they 
are all having fun discovering new areas to play in and 
making new friends.

We have been making mobiles for the Outdoor 
Classroom, using interesting flowers and leaves we 
have found. The children have also been using their 
imagination in the role play kitchen by serving food, 
ironing and completing general household duties.

Outside, we have been using natural materials to 
make constructions like a bonfire to toast imaginary 
marshmallows on.

It has been great getting to know the children, finding 
out what they are interested in, and we look forward to 
discovering more and more next week.

Reception Class are off to a flying start


