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Diary Dates

Dear Parents and Carers,

What other school in the area can say this? Our children have practised Gymnastics, 
crimped their own pasties, experienced swimming and then returned to eat said pasty, 
enjoyed pancakes for pudding, played in a fixture and then competed in the St Petroc’s 
inter-set pancake race relay! (And that was just Tuesday!) There were some expert 
crimpers on the staff too, with Mrs Wood and Mrs Cuff! I would like to thank all the 
catering team for their willingness and flexibility to make the logistics of 50+ people 
making pasties, before they were due to leave for swimming. It was fantastic and so 
thank you to Ann, Sherrie and Ness for all your help and support. Fixtures were once 
again successful this week and our visitors from Polwhele House in Truro, who had a 
great afternoon and shared a delicious Match Tea before heading back, wished they had 
packed their frying pans! Perhaps next year we can have ‘inter school’ pancake racing!

Spending some time in the Early Years, seeing crumbles and scones and St Piran’s Day 
flags created, was good fun and heart-warming. I am rather fond of Cornwall, after all! I 
particularly like some of the displays that the children are producing. In addition to this, 
we all celebrated World Book Day in true St Petroc’s style. I think everyone put great 
effort into their costumes and enjoying the day. We saw characters from Matilda, the 
Witches and The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, all modelled by staff, plus a rather 
strange ‘Mad Doctor Fox’ too! We are such a great team and I think that ‘community’ 
buy-in goes a long way in the eyes of our children and is why we have ‘that’ special feel 
here. I would also like to thank Chris, at Spencer Thorn Bookshop in Bude, for welcoming 
us as he always does, so that our children could redeem their World Book Day voucher 
for a choice of complimentary book. A scheme that he actually funds himself in order 
to support the young readers of Bude. We ensured that every child at St Petroc’s, from 
Dolphins all the way through to the very top of the school, chose a book or contributed 
a little more to their voucher to buy a more substantial book. It was awesome to see the 
Dolphins children looking through their book and how excited they were that they got to 
‘keep’ it forever!

The week has ended with a rather heavy sprinkling of rain but none-the-less our Year 
5 & 6 children made the most of their day, enjoying a Songfest rehearsal at Launceston 
Town Hall this morning, in preparation for the concert next Wednesday evening. They 
sounded beautiful, Mrs Cook informed me. Overall, another week of precious memories 
complete. Well done St Petroc’s; well done indeed.

I wish you all a delightful weekend.
Ben Hilton
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow

Wednesday 13th March
7pm Songfest

Launceston Town Hall

Thursday 14th March
STEM Workshop

2pm Orienteering Event

Friday 15th March
Red Nose Day

Friday 22nd March
7:30pm Friends of

St Petroc’s Wine and
Wisdom
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The Friends of St Petroc’s
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Little Turtles

Sea Lions

Characterful costumes

Costume dramas

This week we have all been busy having so much fun 
dressing up. We used scarves, which became fabulous 
capes and wonderful head dresses, and we discovered 
that buckets can make stylish hats!

We had some wonderful World Book Day costumes and 
at story time we read ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and 
‘Ten Little Monsters’. What a fun packed week it’s been!

It’s been another busy week in Sea Lions! The children 
have all become authors and have had a go at writing 
their own stories, titled ‘All About Me’.

Some of us wrote fiction stories, while others wrote 
non-fiction. We spoke about who we loved in our stories 
and also our favourite toys. 

We used the iPad to look at ourselves so we could see 
what colour hair and eyes we had, so that we could draw 
ourselves.

On Thursday, we also loved dressing up as our favourite 
book characters for World Book Day, and playing in our 
fancy dress role play corner.

It was also Pancake Day this week, so the Sea Lions tried 
some pancakes with lemon and sugar. Some children 
enjoyed them but others were not too keen!
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Dolphins

An exciting excursion

This week the Dolphins children have had great fun 
helping to create a Gruffalo role play area. They helped 
to erect the frame for the cave and enjoyed decorating it 
with tissue paper and netting. They also enjoyed baking 
yummy Gruffalo Crumbles.

To celebrate World Book Day, the Dolphins took part in 
many sensory activities depicting different stories. They 
have listened to Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Stick 
Man, The Gruffalo, Sharing a Shell and Farmer Duck. 

Some of Dolphins came dressed up as their favourite 
book characters. We had pirates, princesses, Stick Man, 
superheroes, Peppa Pig, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, 
Elmer, The Tigers Who Came To Tea, some dinosaurs, 
Paw Patrol characters, Peter Rabbit and many more!

The day culminated in the children visiting Spencer Thorn 
Bookshop in Bude, where the Dolphins redeemed their 
£1.00 voucher for a book of their choice. We would like 
to say a huge thank you to Mr Chris Pringle and all the 
team at Spencer Thorn for supporting the children.  
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Reception

Year 1

Flying high

We have had such a fun filled and busy week, both in 
and out of the classroom. The children have started to 
look at farm animals and have been finding out about 
all the products we get from different animals. We have 
also been practising writing numbers in order, as well 
as finding the missing numbers on a number line. It was 
a very windy day on Thursday and one of the children 
suggested making a kite, using the resources available in 
the creative area. This inspired all the children to make a 
kite, which we then went outside and tested. They learnt 
to use their problem solving skills to design the kite and 
then make adaptations if it broke in the wind.

Despite the excitement of so many events happening this 
week, Year 1 have also enjoyed a multitude of different 
experiences in their day-to-day learning. Reception and 
Key Stage 1 enjoyed coming together one afternoon to 
explore how we can see and use nature in our art work. 
After gathering all sorts of twigs, leaves and flowers they 
created wonderful and unique representations of trees 
and plants. The details they included were amazing, from 
the roots up to the flowers blooming on the branches.

In English, we have begun to read and create information 
texts. There was a lot of excitement in the classroom as 
we used the learning pads to research different animals. 
We used information about diet, habitat, appearance 
and movement to begin a factfile. This also compliments 
the children’s learning in Science, where they have been 
labelling and comparing the body parts of different 
animals. They wrote their own 4 verse version of ‘Head, 
Shoulders, Knees and Toes’, which they greatly enjoyed 
performing in the classroom.

Art and animals
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Years 2 & 3

Year 4

Eatable Mathematical problems

Halves, doubles and fractions has been the focus for 
Maths problems in Years 2 and 3 this week. Rather than 
use cubes and counters, they found bread sticks, biscuits 
and sandwiches much more appealing to work with, 
alongside measuring jugs of milk and water. Doubling the 
amounts, before halving and quartering them, proved a 
practical and fun way of learning the different fractions, 
before colouring in a worksheet to reinforce what they 
had learnt. Although possibly the best part was eating 
and drinking their fractions for snack!

Year 4 have been continuing their aerospace topic and 
have been using online CAD (computer aided design) 
software to consider design options for their next glider 
prototypes. They also used secondary sources to help 
them with some new, radical ideas. Once the various 
tools and options were learnt, they really got to grip with 
TinkerCad (online software) and produced clever designs. 
We hope to source a 3D printer in the near future, which 
will enable us to print off some of their designs.

Gliding on
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Year 5

Years 6 & 7

In English, Year 5 have been reading ‘Oranges in No-
Man’s Land’ by Elizabeth Laird. It is about a girl called 
Ayesha, who lives in a battle-scarred building with her 
granny and her two younger brothers. Life gets tough 
during the civil war in Beirut and Ayesha takes her life 
into her own hands to help others at risk. The pupils read 
4 chapters and undertook comprehension tasks, and did 
a very animated bit of role-playing!

In Science, we have been modelling the solar system, 
using clay to represent the differences in size between 
the 8 planets that orbit our sun - to scale! The class were 
shocked to see the difference between Mercury and 
Jupiter. We then increased our scale ratio and used toilet 
paper as a non-standard unit of measure to represent the 
distances between the planets. Again, the results came 
as a shock to the whole class. Unfortunately we didn’t 
have a object big enough to represent the sun, which 
makes up 99% of our solar system.

Interplanetary plotting

Mr Hilton challenged Years 6 and 7 to make a movie for 
Mr Alien this week, with an £800 budget available for all 
the movie’s costs, such as advertising, props, actors and 
sets. The pupils found where there was money left in 
the budget to deal with variables such as higher fees for 
some actors than others. The alien challenge honed their 
strategic thinking, problem solving and budgeting skills.

In preparation for their SATs, the pupils have also started 
looking at exam technique and the format of SATs exam 
papers.

Alien encounters of the financial kind

Years 6 & 7
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Football

Year 4 and 5 Mixed Netball v Polwhele House

Match report by Zephy and Kaitlin

On Tuesday we played a Netball match against Polwhele 
House. We played in quarters. We played well in the first 
quarter and got three goals, thanks to Alexis. Polwhele 
played well too but we were too fast for them.

In the next quarter, Zephy scored one goal. Polwhele 
were making good progress but we still beat them. In 
the third quarter, we were losing power and Polwhele 
weren’t, but we still scored three more times. Polwhele 
didn’t score any goals but we did have the advantage of 
having some Year 5s on our team.

In the last quarter Alexis scored one more goal and the 
final score was 8-0 to St Petroc’s. Thank you to Mrs Cole 
for umpiring.

St Petroc’s Post - Events & Activities

Stay & Play

Early Easter excitement

Stay and Play have been having lots of fun creating their 
own Easter nests, among other very exciting things this 
week. They all loved creating their nests and found them 
very tasty! 
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St Piran’s Day

All the children (and staff!) celebrated St Piran’s Day on 
Tuesday by making their own Cornish pasty for lunch. The 
children did some excellent crimping under the expert 
tuition of Mrs Walter, Mrs Wood and Mrs Cuff!

Everyone was rewarded for their efforts with a hearty 
Cornish feast on this very special of days. A Mr-Hilton’s-
pasty-sized ‘thank you’ to Mrs Walter and the catering 
team for helping us with this special lunch.

A Cornish celebration

Shrove Tuesday

As part of Tuesday’s day of festivities, we set off for the 
field to run off our hearty pasty and pancake lunch, 
armed with frying pans and homemade pancakes. The 
children were excited and ready for some fierce pancake 
racing! For many this was their first experience of 
pancake racing; they took to it like a duck to water as the 
pupils ran, flipping their pancakes, across the field and 
the seagulls eyed up the broken pancakes greedily!

Pancake races!
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World Book Day

All the children, from the Little Turtles through to the 
top of Key Stage 2, (and not to mention the staff!) 
whole-heartedly embraced Thursday’s World Book Day 
celebrations with some excellent costumes. We also 
took the Prep School and Dolphins children to Spencer 
Thorn Bookshop in Bude to redeem their World Book Day 
vouchers (and to show off their costumes, of course!) 
The eagle-eyed among you may have spotted Mr Hilton 
driving the mini bus and walking around town dressed as 
Aslan!

Fancy dress favourites


