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Diary Dates

Dear Parents and Carers,

The first week after Half Term can sometimes be a little strenuous, as everyone gets 
back up to the speed of life at St Petroc’s, both within Early Years and the School. We are 
a busy bunch and do very well at squeezing in as much as possible, taking and making 
the most of every opportunity. The sudden sprinkling of good weather was a real treat 
and being able to get our children out and enjoying the beach on such a warm and 
sunny February day was lovely for everyone, from the Little Turtles to upper Key Stage 2.  
Sadly, it appears that the warm front has now ended but it was so special while it lasted!

Of course, there has been a return to Gymnastics, Swimming, Tennis, Yoga and Music for 
our Dolphins, as well as outdoor learning and a splattering of painting with our feet in 
Stay and Play. This is all in addition to the ‘normal’ educational things that we get up to 
during the week. It has been very reassuring, while welcoming so many visitors during 
our Open Days, to be able to talk about the journey that the School is on, and to list the 
developments, improvements and refurbishments that have taken place so far. People 
soon realise that there is rather more to see than they perhaps first expect, certainly 
from the roadside or front of the building, and the word ‘Tardis’ was used more than 
once this week! I am always open and honest about the progress and improvements we 
have made but I also, quite rightly, make it clear that we are not finished yet! Being able 
to share the vision for the School and our future development plan is crucial and we 
will not rest on our laurels. There is plenty more in the pipeline and we will continue to 
facilitate those plans, developments and improvements, I can assure you.

One thing that has been hugely positive is the early registration of pupils for Reception 
class. As I always mention during tours, this allows for much more accurate planning, 
in terms of facilities upgrades, the curriculum, room allocations and staff recruitment. 
Thank you to everyone who has already registered for September 2019, 2020 and 2021; 
it is very helpful and will be increasingly beneficial for your children when they arrive. 
Classes are filling up nicely!

One of my most poignant highlights of the week was when I was taking a family to see 
our children playing on the School field and a Year 6 boy was walking hand in hand with 
one of our Reception children. It was magical to see and so ‘normal’ for us but took no 
explaining to a fresh pair of eyes either. It demonstrated our sibling style relationships 
and the family feel of the School perfectly.

Have a great weekend everyone.
Ben Hilton
Fast Yn Mesk Tonnow

Tuesday 5th March
St Piran’s Day
Pancake Day

Thursday 7th March
World Book Day

Wednesday 13th March
7pm Songfest

Launceston Town Hall

Thursday 14th March
STEM Workshop

2pm Orienteering Event

Friday 15th March
Red Nose Day

Friday 22nd March
7:30pm Friends of

St Petroc’s Wine and
Wisdom
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The Friends of St Petroc’s
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Little Turtles

Sea Lions

Loving the great outdoors

All aboard!

The Little Turtles made the most of the sunshine at the 
beginning of week by exploring the outside space! The 
children loved being outdoors, developing their physical 
skills by climbing up the slide and pushing themselves 
along on the ride-ons. We also had the chance to go to 
the beach this week, where we built sandcastles and 
watched the waves crashing onto the sand. We love 
being near the beach! Some of the older children have 
been working on their hand-eye coordination by building 
towers with the bricks. We tried really hard to build the 
biggest tower by putting one on top of the other.

This week the Sea Lions have been talking about their 
families, and what they all do together. Some said they 
spend time on the beach, while others spend time with 
extended family such as their Grandparents, Aunties and 
Uncles. We also went for a journey on our imaginary 
train. Millie was the driver and when her passengers 
asked “Where are we going?”, she replied: “To London, 
to visit the Queen”. During our journey we stopped off 
in the outdoor classroom, to enjoy the especially nice 
spring sunshine while we had our snack. The Sea Lions 
would like to welcome Olivia to the team, who has joined 
us to gain work experience.
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Dolphins

“But he was still hungry...!”

This week, the Dolphins have enjoyed listening to ‘The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar’ story and, during circle time, the 
children spoke about their favourite fruit and food. They 
then recalled their favourite part of the story and did a 
gluing and sticking activity, selecting food they wanted 
their caterpillars to eat.

The children showed good team work and worked 
collectively to create their ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ 
display. Some of the Dolphins enjoyed the challenge of 
working on simple addition sums, using the fruit depicted 
in the story and attempting to form the numerals.    

The Dolphins have also been thoroughly enjoying the 
unseasonably good weather and doing activities in the 
outdoor environment.
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Reception

Year 1

Star bakers!

We have had a busy start back after Half Term and have 
returned happy and ready to learn. We have started our 
new topic of ‘Animals’ and this week we are focusing on 
pets. The children have been finding out how to look 
after them and what their favourite pet might need.
We have also turned the role play area into a pet shop, 
where you can buy an array of different animals. The 
children had to make homes for the animals to live while 
they are waiting to be bought.

It has also been a mathematical week and we have been 
learning about weighing. We have learnt to use scales to 
find out what is heavier and lighter, and used cubes to 
weigh items. The week ended with the children following 
a recipe for biscuits, where they had to measure their
ingredients in cubes, making sure they weighed them 
accurately so that the biscuits would bake correctly. Miss 
Calienda is happy to say everyone had a delicious biscuit 
to eat at the end!

Year 1 have returned from their Half Term break with 
force. In English, they began their new topic on Africa 
and have been researching about African elephants and 
their features, to produce their first piece of non-fiction 
writing called ‘Why Do Elephants have Big Ears?’. In 
Maths, we have been working on some really tricky areas 
of the curriculum. We started the week solving addition 
and subtraction word problems, before moving onto 
finding half, quarter and three-quarters of shapes and 
numbers of objects. Mrs Croxall is extremely impressed 
at how the class has risen to these challenges. Reception 
even joined Year 1 for an introductory lesson to half and 
quarter, and enjoyed working alongside their older peers 
to divide up 2D shapes on the whiteboard.

Alongside their academic work, Year 1 also represented 
the School at the Wadebridge Festival, singing two songs 
to a full town hall, judges et al. The children were 
complimented on their conduct and courage. A fantastic 
start to an exciting and busy half term. Well done Year 1!

From Africa to Wadebridge
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Years 2 & 3

Year 4

Sowing the seed

Not only have the children in Years 2 and 3 put their 
potatoes to chit, ready to plant in approximately two 
weeks time, they have also been busy investigating seeds 
and bulbs.

Using magnifying glasses, they had a close look at a 
variety of different seeds and sorted them by different 
properties, before choosing one to suggest what it might 
grow into. They all drew their own ideas but only time 
will tell, as we hope to plant them next week.

After comparing the difference between seeds and bulbs, 
glass jars were filled three quarters full with little stones, 
water added and a bulb sat on the top of each one, 
which will enable the children to observe the roots and 
shoots as they grow. Positioning them in a sunny part of 
the classroom, their growth will be monitored each day 
and hopefully, fingers crossed, we will have a beautiful 
floral display by the end of term.

Continuing with our ‘Spiderwick Chronicles’ fiction unit, 
Year 4 have been helping the characters in the story solve 
the riddles that they come across, for example:

“In a man’s torso you will find

My secret to all mankind

If false and true can be the same

You will soon know of my fame

Up and up and up again

Good luck dear friend!”

The children drafted and composed their own riddles for 
the others to solve. They are on display in our classroom, 
pop by and have a go at solving them!

Can you unravel the riddle?
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Year 5

Years 6 & 7

In English, Year 5 have been practicing conjunctions of 
cohesions to help their writing flow better. They have 
also have been working on subordinating conjunctions 
and subordinate clauses.

Go with the flow

In Science, Years 6 and 7 have been making the most 
of the clement weather and experimented with their 
shadows on the Netball court. The pupils investigated the 
movement of the sun and the effect it has on our shadow 
position. We began to record the hour long intervals and 
compared the size, shape and position on their shadows. 
We’ll come back to this in the Summer Term, when we 
will construct an accurate model throughout the day. 
Back in the classroom, the pupils were experimenting 
with light filters of different colours and investigating 
whether the colour of an object was altered. We have 
already observed some interesting results!

A porcine perspective

In English, we have been looking at poetry by Ted Hughes 
and comparing it to the work of John Agard. Our poetry 
unit this term is all about perspective and voice, and is 
preparing us for writing letters as if we were a Windrush 
child. We spoke about the importance of imagery and 
how strong, powerful language can provoke interesting 
images in our minds. To prove this point, pupils were 
given ten minutes to doodle the pictures that popped 
into their minds when they read Ted Hughes’ brilliantly 
cruel poem ‘Work and Play’. We mimicked John Agard’s 
poem Rat Race and wrote our own tribute, ‘Greedy Pigs’, 
from the perspective of a pig. With so many creative 
minds our class composition was both funny and thought 
provoking - as all good writing should be!
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Football

Netball

U11s Mixed Football at Shebbear College

Match report by Ayden

On Wednesday we played a tournament at Shebbear. We 
played three games - we lost one, we drew one and we 
won one. We played St Joseph’s first and drew that game, 
with Ed scoring our only goal.

The next game was against Shebbear, which was a really 
tough game and we lost 4-0. The last game was also 
against Shebbear, where we played really well and were 
able to beat them 2-0. Well done to Ben for scoring both 
goals. Ralph was the Man of the Match for helping me 
save some really hard and tough shots.

Budehaven Tournament

Match report by Rosie R

When we went to Budehaven it was very eventful! We 
ended up coming back because forgetful me forgot 
everything! When we got there we were playing inside 
the dome. In our first game we were doing great and get-
ting lots of goals in. Lilly scored an amazing goal from the 
edge of the D. The end score to that game was 7-2 to us.

Our next game was against St Mark’s. We were playing 
our best yet but they were very quick and in the end it 
was a draw 4-4. Our final game was against Stratton 2. 
We were doing some great defence against some tall 
people and were getting lots of goals in. The end score 
was 6-0 to us. We thought we were in with the chance 
of getting into the final but, in the end, it went down to 
goals scored and St Mark’s beat us by 1 goal!

Thank you to Mrs Cole for taking us.
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Stay and Play

Stay and Play have had a very creative week, from doing 
some painting with their feet, to making fruit kebabs!

They thoroughly enjoyed their creative painting activity, 
learning how to paint using nothing but a paintbrush and 
their feet. They had an amazing time!

Amazing artists

500 Words Competition

The submission deadline is close!

Entries for the BBC’s 500 Words story competition close 
at 7pm on 8th March 2019.

You can submit stories via:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00rfvk1

If you would like the School to submit a story on your
 behalf please provide a digital copy by either email or 
USB stick by Thursday 7th March.

Wadebridge Festival

A courageous performance!

Here are the children who performed at the Wadebridge 
Festival, proudly displaying their certificate!

They sang two songs, to a packed hall, and they were 
complimented on their conduct and courage.

Well done!


